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PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD AT PILSLEY VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 9th April 2018, 6:30PM 
 

Present: 
 

Cllr. P. Stevenson – Chairman 

Cllr N Allsop 

Cllr A Cooper 

Cllr J. Hardy 

Cllr A. Holmes 

Cllr M. Kirkland 

Cllr B Marshall  

Cllr M Shaw 

Cllr S Stone 

Cllr B. Timmons 
 

Also in attendance were Phillip Woodward (clerk), County Councillor K Gillott, 

(in part) and three members of the public. 

 

MINUTE ITEM 

PART 1 – NON CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

170/17 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr McNeice and Cllr Butler 

(NEDDC). 

  

171/17 Consideration of variation of Order of Business 

Item 9 (Defibrillator provision) was brought forward for 

consideration at item 4A the agenda. 

  

172/17 Declaration of Members Interests 

No interests were declared.  

  

173/17 Public Participation 

A – Public 
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A resident raised two suggestions for the council to consider- 

That all councillors are given a ‘patch’ in the village to check for 

potholes and report them to the clerk who would collate these 

and forward to DCC. Councillors felt that existing arrangements 

were working well and did not propose to take up the suggestion; 

That the council try to do more to encourage greater public 

attendance at meetings. Councillors stated that they had used 

public surgeries, were proactive on Facebook and that all 

councillors were well known enough in the local community to 

fully represent people’s interests and concerns. No further action 

was proposed. 

 

A resident raised concerns and brought a petition to the council 

objecting to proposals by Derbyshire County Council to withdraw 

subsidy for bus service 55A after 6pm in the evening. Many 

councillors signed the petition on the evening and the Clerk was 

asked to write to DCC objecting to their proposals and to copy 

this to adjoining parishes on the route.  

 

A representative of Pilsley WI attended to outline their proposals 

for the provision of a defibrillator, to be sited externally at the St 

Mary’s Centre. Item 9 on the agenda was brought forward at this 

point. The parish council gave an ‘in-principle’ commitment to 

provide financial support for the project and asked the 

representative to keep the parish council updated.   

 

B – County Councillor 

County Cllr Gillott indicated that he had reported all highway 

matters that had been referred to him to the DCC complaints 

handling system;  

The DCC highway capital programme had recently been 

published and a stretch of pavement adjacent to the village hall 

was included; 

He further indicated he would be in a position to provided 

financial support for a number of village clubs again in 2018 

including the Fete Group, the Hardwick 10k, the village hall and 

the football and cricket clubs.   

 

C – District Councillors   

The District councillors had no issues to raise at the meeting. 

 

The Chairman raised the matter of the continuing loss of parish 

council support grant from the District Council and referred to 

recent correspondence with NEDDC and the Secretary of State. A 

discussion ensued on the matter. 

 

D – Parish Councillors 

Cllr Hardy indicated that the proposed changes to the bridleway 

in Lower Pilsley were now almost implemented with just one week 

left for any further objections to be lodged; 
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She also queried whether local residents had sufficient information 

about the local planning regime and it was agreed that the parish 

council use all the tools at its disposal (including Facebook, 

website and future newsletters) to raise awareness of the different 

levels of responsibility at parish and district council level.    

 

Cllr Cooper expressed disappointment at the condition he had 

found the sports pavilion in at the weekend – floors were dirty, 

refuse had been allowed to accumulate and the ladies WC was 

blocked.  

The clerk indicated that an attempt had been made to free the 

blockage in the ladies toilet during the day but this had not fully 

resolved the problem. A general discussion ensued on the merits 

of either replacing the toilet or closing it off and asking users of the 

pavilion to use only the gent’s toilets. The clerk was asked to 

arrange the works necessary to replace the defective ladies toilet.  

 

Cllr Stevenson updated the council on progress made in pursuing, 

via the youth justice system, the culprits who had sprayed graffiti 

on various structures around the village during late 2017.  

 

  

174/17 Confirmation of Minutes 

Members considered the minutes from the Parish Council meeting 

held on 5th March 2018. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 

5th March 2018 be approved.  

  

175/17 To determine which items (if any) from Part 1 of the agenda be 

considered with the public excluded from the meeting. 

No items of a confidential nature were identified which would 

require exclusion of the public.  

  

176/17 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman had three announcements to make:- 

 The annual inspection of the parish council’s assets would 

take place on Saturday 28th April starting at 10am at 

Parkhouse Green; 

 A joint meeting with the Village Hall Management 

Committee would take place at 6.30pm on Tuesday 17th 

April in the village hall; 

 The Annual Parish Meeting would take place at 6pm on 

Tuesday 8th May in the village hall.  

  

177/17 GDPR 

The clerk gave an update and presented information from NALC 

on the new responsibilities placed on parish council under the 

revised data protection legislation which comes into operation on 

25th May. 
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The main new requirements would place obligations on parish 

council to undertake data audits and to appoint a Data 

Protection Officer which could not be the Clerk/RFO.  

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk take further advice from DALC on 

the arrangements being implemented across Derbyshire and 

present a further report and recommendations at a future 

meeting.    

  

178/17 Defibrillator Provision 

This item had been dealt with under minute 117/17A above.  

 

  

179/17 New Pavilion Update 

The clerk presented an update on three matters relating to the 

work being carried out on the new sports pavilion project:- 

 

1.     A request received from the Bowls Club for permission to 

erect a scorer’s hut/portacabin on the site of their current club 

room when the old pavilion is demolished’ 

 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the request ‘in principle’ 

subject to further information being provided on a number of 

matters including costs and future maintenance liabilities, visual 

appearance and landscaping, provision of utility services to the 

structure and clarification on any future arrangements for access 

by the club to the new pavilion. The clerk was asked to write to the 

Bowls Club to advise them of this position.  

 

2.         Ownership and future maintenance liabilities for the 

fenced-off storage compound and cricket scoring hut at the 

Miners Welfare Sports Ground. These issues had not been made 

clear when the structures were first erected and it was felt that this 

uncertain situation needed to be clarified bearing in mind the 

intention of the football club to take a ten-year lease on the 

football pitch. 

  

The Council RESOLVED that the clerk write to all users of the 

structures to seek their views on the drafting of agreements for the 

ownership, use and future maintenance of the structures.  

 

3.        The clerk presented an update on the status of the various 

applications made to grant awarding bodies who had been 

approached to help fund the capital costs of the new pavilion. 

Detail was provided on the current situation which was – 

Parish Council Earmarked Reserve - 75k    

Viridor Environmental                       - 50k  

Sport England                                   - 75k 

Duke of Devonshire trust                  - 10k 

The other main potential funder to whom an application had 

been submitted was the Football Foundation who had indicated 
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that a sum of 100k would be available, although this would not be 

confirmed until after the end of April.   

Applications had also been submitted to the Derbyshire Police & 

Crime Commissioner (maximum award – 25k) and to Trusthouse 

Charitable Foundation (maximum award – 45k) although, again, 

decisions on these would not be known until the end of April.  

The clerk also made reference to the pre-construction costs 

incurred by the appointed, preferred contractor for the new 

pavilion, which the parish council had previously agreed to 

underwrite. The invoice had now been received for these costs in 

the sum of £7,190 + VAT and it was RESOLVED that the clerk make 

arrangements to pay the invoice from the pavilion earmarked 

reserve.  

 

  

180/17 Town & Parish Council Support Grant 

The clerk had circulated with the agenda papers copies of the 

reply received from NEDDC to the parish council’s letter on this 

matter together with a copy of a letter from the Secretary of State 

for Housing Communities and Local Government to NALC which 

also contained reference to parish council support grant.  

 

The Chairman expressed his disappointment at the failure of the 

Chief Executive to acknowledge receipt of correspondence 

personally addressed to him on this subject and also on the earlier 

subject of mortgages for PRC houses in Pilsley. Councillors Cooper 

and Holmes agreed to refer these matters to the Leader of the 

District Council. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk write again to the Secretary of 

State repeating the concerns expressed earlier regarding the 

withdrawal by NEDDC of all financial support paid to the parish 

council and request him to make good the promise which he had 

given in his speech to the National Association of Local Councils 

on 31 October 2017.  

  

181/17 Audit Timeline 

The clerk presented a table that had been drafted by NALC which 

gave a timetable of the various stages associated with the 

approval of accounting statements, the annual governance 

statement and publication of the associated documentation.  

 

It was RESOLVED that this timetable be noted and the further 

detailed information to be included in the annual audit process 

be presented to the council in accordance with the timetable 

highlighted in the report.  

 

  

182/17 Financial Matters 

The clerk presented a number of financial statements as part of 

this item for the consideration and approval of the council. These 
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included details of all payments and receipts made during March 

2018, the end of year budget summary and turn-out position, the 

year-end bank reconciliation and the movement in and out of 

reserves during the year.  

 

It was RESOLVED as follows:- 

1. That the list of payments (vouchers no 221-236) totalling 

£7,995.45 and receipts (vouchers no 63-69) totalling 

£2,592.98 made during March be noted and approved; 

2. That the end of year financial position of the council be 

approved and that the bank reconciliation to 31st March 

2018 be countersigned on behalf of the council by Cllr 

Kirkland; 

3. That the financial reserves of the council as at 1st April 2018 

(totalling £141,947) be allocated to the following purposes 

Elections - 6,000                    

Pavilion   - 104,000                   

General – 31,947    

 

  

183/17 Planning Applications 

The following planning applications were considered:- 

Application ref. – 18/00171/FLH 

Proposed two storey side extension – 28 Locko Road, Lower Pilsley  

Application ref. – 18/00254/FL 

Construction of two detached dwellings - Rear of 21 Rupert Street, 

Lower Pilsley  

Application ref. – 18/00190/FLH 

Extensions & loft conversion – 43 Hallgate Lane, Pilsley  

Application ref. – 18/00261/FL 

New build industrial unit - Land West of Railway View Clay Cross.  

It was RESOLVED to submit no comments in relation to these 

applications 

  

184/17 Report of the Clerk 

A)  Minutes Action List Update 

The current progress on implementation of previous 

decisions was noted and endorsed.  

 

B)  Items for Decision  

The clerk sought the agreement from the council for:- 

1. Payment of the DALC annual subscription. It was 

RESOLVED renew membership at the standard level.  

2. Response to a letter from DCC and e-mail from a 

Governor at Pilsley Primary School concerning proposals 

to review the provision of a school crossing patrol at 

Pilsley Primary School.  

It was RESOLVED:-                                                                 

a) to request the County Council to justify and 

reconsider its review and to point out to it that despite its 

own financial difficulties the Parish Council is already 



 

 

Page 7 of 8 Signed …………………………………. (Chairman) 
 

giving considerable financial support   towards the costs 

of the crossing patrol at Parkhouse Primary School, and 

b) to request Pilsley Primary School to provide details of 

what its financial situation might be in the event of the 

County Council withdrawing support and the School 

having to fund the cost of the crossing patrol. 

3. Consideration for the provision of grant support to Pilsley 

Community FC to facilitate the purchase of a mower in 

order to allow the club’s volunteers to carry out their 

own grounds maintenance. Although there would be 

an initial outlay of £3,500 + VAT the council would make 

future savings of £1,200 annually in contractor costs. 

It was RESOLVED to offer the Football Club a grant of 

£3,000 together with annual payments of £300 over the 

first five years of its ten year lease with financial 

arrangements for the second five year period being 

considered at the appropriate time. 

4. A quotation had been received for the provision of a 

paved surround to the mining memorial on Church 

Street in the sum of £2,300. It was RESOLVED to approve 

these works.   

 

C) Items for Information  

- An update of police crime data was circulated at the 

meeting giving details of the six crimes in the village during 

February. Further information had been supplied to the vice 

chairman on the two crimes committed in the village during 

March; It was further reported that a ‘cuppa with a copper’ 

would take place at the St Mary’s Centre on 19th April at 

09.30; 

- An update was provided to the council on the work being 

undertaken to commemorate the centenary of the end of 

World War 1. This was progressing well and a bid for funding 

was being prepared to Heritage Lottery Fund to support 

activities – it was RESOLVED that the council provide a 

match-fund budget of £500 in support of the application; 

 

The clerk also presented information to the council on the 

following events:- 

The DCC / Parish Liaison Meeting at County Hall on 10th May 2018 

at 6.00pm; 

Correspondence from the Don River Catchment Trust promoting 

biodiversity and community engagement activities along local 

river banks; 

The availability of discount tickets from DCC for the Eroica 

Britannia Festival in the summer. 

 

  

185/17 Confirmation of Next Meeting  
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It was noted that the next council meeting would be on Tuesday 

8th May 2018 in the village hall following conclusion of the Annual 

Parish Meeting which would start at 6pm  

  

PART 2 - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

  

186/17 No confidential matters were considered. 

  

 


