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PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD AT PILSLEY VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 7 August 2017, 6:30PM 

 
Present: 

 

Cllr. P. Stevenson – Chairman 

Cllr J. Hardy 

Cllr M. Kirkland 

Cllr G McNeice 

Cllr M. Shaw 

 

Also in attendance were Phillip Woodward (clerk) and County Cllr K 

Gillott (DCC). 
 

MINUTE ITEM 

PART 1 – NON CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

047/17 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Alsop, Cllr Cooper and Cllr 

Marshall. 

  

048/17 Consideration of variation of Order of Business 

It was RESOLVED that no change be made to the order of 

the agenda. 

  

049/17 Declaration of Members Interests 

No declarations of interest were made. 

  

050/17 Public Participation 

A – Public 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

 

B – County Councillor 
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County Councillor Gillott reported that the newly elected 

county council had recently adopted proposals to revise the 

management structure of the council and had published 

their priorities for the next four years.   

 

Cllr Stevenson asked (on behalf of a local resident) whether 

the double yellow lines at the side of the pavement running 

along the school side of Rupert Street and Pilsley Road could 

be extended further along Pilsley Road – at peak times 

parked traffic on Pilsley Road was causing other traffic to 

back-up dangerously onto Rupert Street. Cllr gillott 

undertook to refer this matter to the Highway section at 

County Hall. 

 

C – District Councillors   

No district councillors were in attendance. 

 

D – Parish Councillors 

Cllr Shaw referred to the recent Facebook exchanges that 

had taken place in response to the installation of the new 

play equipment on Parkhouse Green.  

 

Cllr McNeice commented that the new zipwire on Parkhouse 

Green was sagging too close to the ground. The meeting 

was advised that the installers had visited the site earlier in 

the day and were in the process of rectifying this matter. 

 

Cllr Hardy commented on the loose operation of the step 

trainer and the stiffness of the new roundabout at Parkhouse 

Green. The meeting was advised that these matters had also 

been raised with the installers who had double-checked the 

operation of the step trainer (which was felt to be correct) 

and had undertaken to either re-seat the roundabout or 

replace the turn-table if it could not be effectively eased. 

 

Cllr Kirkland advised the meeting that he had received very 

positive feedback about the use of the skatepark. He also 

thanked the council on behalf of the Allotment Association 

for the storage container and the annual grant payment. 

 

Cllr Stevenson raised the following issues:- 

- A Speedwatch event had taken place on 18th July on 

Station Road. Although some additional volunteers 

were being trained the scheme would benefit from as 

many additional volunteers as possible & Cllr 

Stevenson asked that this message be circulated as 
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widely as possible in the village; He also asked that the 

clerk write to the Chief Constable and ask if a more 

flexible approach could be adopted for the 

Speedwatch signage and the hours of operation; 

- He referred to the recent forecourt improvements 

carried out by the proprietors of the Willow Tree Inn 

and asked that the clerk write to them thanking them 

for their efforts which had improved the visual 

appearance of that part of the village; 

- The overgrown condition of the hedge to the north of 

Hardstoft Road had been raised with him. The clerk 

was asked to write to the relevant person (Mr Edwards) 

asking that this be dealt with; 

- He had received an approach from Mark Szadura, the 

Community Employment Advisor with NEDDC and the 

clerk was asked to arrange for him to make a 

presentation to the Council prior to the start of the 

next council meeting; 

- He advised the meeting that Morton Cricket Club had 

agreed to pay a sum to the council of £661 for the use 

of Pilsley Miners Welfare cricket pitch and facilities on 

11 occasions during 2018.  

 

  

051/17 Confirmation of Minutes 

Members considered the minutes from the Parish Council 

meeting held on 3rd July 2017. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council Meeting 

held on 3rd July 2017 be approved.  

  

052/17 To determine which items (if any) from Part 1 of the agenda 

be considered with the public excluded from the meeting. 

 

No items on the agenda were considered to be confidential 

matters from which the public should be excluded. 

 

  

053/17 Chairman’s Announcements 

 

The Chairman advised the council that  

 the Hardwick 10k had been a great success in the 

village with many compliments being received from 

competitors and visitors about its organisation. Thanks 

were recorded to Cllr Shaw for his involvement in this; 
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 an estate walk-about with Rykneld Homes was 

planned for 9th August, starting at 10am.  

 

  

054/17 Annual Report of the Standards Committee - NEDDC 

 

The clerk presented the Annual Report of the Standards 

Committee of NEDDC, which had recently been received. 

 

This was largely included on the agenda for the information 

of parish councillors.   

 

It was RESOLVED to note the receipt and content of the 

Annual Report of the NEDDC Standards Committee. 

 

  

055/17 Quality Parish Council Scheme 

 

The clerk presented a report which outlined the details of the 

Quality Award Scheme as it was now structured for town and 

parish councils. 

It was noted that this was now structured around three levels 

of attainment – Foundation Status; Quality Award and 

Quality Gold Award. 

Achievement of all levels of award involved an assessment 

of a council’s documents and procedures by an 

independent panel and that fees were payable to NALC / 

DALC by councils seeking accreditation under the scheme. 

Councillors considered the information contained in the 

report together with the merits of seeking Foundation Status 

and the prospect of progressing to the next level at the 

appropriate time. 

Funding for an application for Foundation Status was 

available within existing budget provision. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk undertake the necessary 

background work to prepare an application to achieve 

Foundation Status. 

 

  

056/17 Play Equipment  

 

a) Annual Inspection Report 

Councillors considered a report following the recent annual 

inspection of assets carried out during April. 
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The report provided details of a number of items of repair 

and maintenance which were recommended to a number 

of different pieces of play equipment around the village. 

None of the items were regarded as high risk and in need of 

urgent work. The recommended work could be attended to 

as part of the routine maintenance programme which could 

be funded from within existing budget provision.  

 

It was RESOLVED that the works recommended in the ROSPA 

safety inspection reports for Parkhouse Green, the Sampson 

Playing Field and Morton Road recreation ground be 

programmed into the ongoing maintenance schedules for 

play equipment in the village and that budgetary provision 

be made to reflect this.  

 

b) New Play Equipment (Sampson’s Field & Morton Rd) 

The clerk also reported on the outcome of the grant 

application to the Awards for All fund operated by National 

Lottery. A grant of £10,000 had been secured towards the 

provision of play equipment at the Sampson Playing Field 

(minute 211/16 refers) and HAGS-SMP had undertaken to 

provide the additional equipment at this site and at Morton 

Road Recreation ground at the price quoted in March, 

provided an official order was received by them prior to 29th 

July. 

The total cost of the new equipment at all three of the 

council’s sites (Parkhouse Green, Sampson Playing Field and 

Morton Road) would be less than the reserve budget set 

aside for new play equipment in the village, when taking 

account of the Award for All grant, the Section 106 funding 

received from NEDDC and the grant promised to the council 

by the Hardwick 10k organising committee.  

The clerk, in consultation with the chairman and vice-

chairman, had therefore issued an official order for the 

equipment and the report sought retrospective approval for 

this action. 

 

It was RESOLVED as follows:- 

I. That the actions of the clerk in ordering the additional 

play equipment for the Sampson Playing Field and 

Morton Road recreation ground be approved.  

II. That any surpluses remaining in the Play Equipment 

reserve after completion of the project be transferred 

into the general reserve.  
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057/17 To Consider Planning Applications  

 

The Council considered the following planning applications:-  

 

Application ref. – 17/00731/OL 

Outline application for one dwelling; Land rear of 60-62 

Station Rd, Pilsley. 

 

It was RESOLVED to submit no comment in respect of this 

application. 

 

Application ref. - 17/00736/DISCON 

Application to discharge condition 10 (Contaminated Land 

Assessment), 13 Hallgate Lane, Pilsley. 

 

It was RESOLVED to offer no comments. 

 

Application ref. - 17/00774/FL 

Erection of detached two storey dwelling; Land South Of 

Garden House Station Road Pilsley. 

 

It was RESOLVED to offer no comments. 

 

The clerk also advised the meeting that notification had 

been received from NEDDC that application reference 

16/01000/OL – erection of four dwellings to the rear of Ash 

House, Parkhouse Road – was no the subject of an appeal 

which would be dealt with by written representations.  

 

It was RESOLVED to offer no further comments in relation to 

this application. 

 

  

058/17 Report of the Clerk 

 

A)  Minutes Action List Update 

The current progress on implementation of previous 

decisions was noted.  

 

B)  Items for Decision  

1. The Clerk reported receipt of a draft lease from the 

council’s solicitor for the erection of an electricity 

sub-station at the rear of the village hall car park. 

The lease was for a 21 year period and would carry 

a one-off rental fee of £3000. 
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- It was RESOLVED to approve the terms of the 

lease and authorise the chairman and vice 

chairman to sign the final version of the lease 

on behalf of the council at the appropriate 

time.    

 

2. The clerk advised councillors that the ‘Dropbox’ 

shared file storage facility agreed in 2015 was now 

almost full and further capacity had been offered 

to the council be the supplier for the sum of £80 per 

year.  

 

- It was RESOLVED to approve the annual 

purchase of additional ‘Dropbox’ storage 

capacity. 

 

3. The clerk advised councillors of receipt of an offer 

from a local data protection specialist to carry out 

a compliance check on behalf of the council in the 

sum of £260.  

 

- It was RESOLVED not to take up the offer at this 

time but to retain the information on file for 

future reference. 

 

4. The clerk raised the matter of the provision of 

Christmas trees during 2017 now that permanent 

ground anchor points had been provided at 

Parkhouse Green and in the Market Place.   

 

- It was RESOLVED that the clerk obtain quotes for 

the supply, delivery and subsequent removal of 

2 x 25ft trees, with an option for inclusion of 

lighting for provision in early December.  

 

C) Items for Information  

The clerk presented the following items of information:- 

 

- Police crime data for Pilsley recorded during May 2017; 

- The receipt of ‘thank-you letters from Weston Park 

Cancer Charity, Sheffield Hospitals Charity and the 

Derbyshire Domestic Violence and Sexual Abuse 

Service following the recent donations made by the 

council; 

- Correspondence from Rykneld Homes in response to 

the request for information regarding the fire risk 
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associated with the refurbishment works to PRC houses 

in the village – the chairman asked that a copy of this 

be circulated to all councillors; 

- Correspondence from HS2 giving details of further 

public consultation on Equality Impact Assessments 

and Scope and Methodology reports; 

- Information from Derbyshire County Council of a 

forthcoming Woodland Festival; 

- A list was circulated of proposed training courses for 

clerks and councillors being offered by DALC during 

the coming months; and 

 

- The list of payments and receipts for July 2017 covering 

payment vouchers 60 – 88 (total payments of 

£10,382.55) and receipt vouchers 22 – 26 (total receipts 

of £6,886.34).  

 

  

059/17 Confirmation of Next Meeting  

 

It was noted that the date of the next council meeting would 

on Monday 4th September 2017 at 6.30pm in the village hall. 

(Preceded by a presentation at 5.30pm by Mark Szadura, 

Community Employment Advisor with NEDDC) 

 

  

PART 2 - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

  

060/17 There were no confidential items. 

 

  
 


