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PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD AT PILSLEY VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 5 December 2016, 6:30PM 

 
Present: 

 

Cllr. P. Stevenson – Chairman 

Cllr. A. Cooper 

Cllr. J. Hardy 

Cllr A. Holmes 

Cllr B Marshall 

Cllr G McNeice 

Cllr. M. Shaw 

Cllr. B. Timmons 

 

Also in attendance were Phillip Woodward (clerk), County Cllr K Gillott, 

and 4 members of the public.  

 

MINUTE ITEM 

PART 1 – NON CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

135/16 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr M Kirkland, Cllr D. Bowdler, 

Cllr. A Lowe. 

  

136/16 Consideration of variation of Order of Business 

There was no variation of order of business. 

  

137/16 Declaration of Members Interests 

Cllr B Timmons declared an interest in item 12 on the agenda 

as an allotment holder at Barlow Hill Allotments. 

  

138/16 Public Participation 
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A – Public 

 

Mr William Oldfield attended the meeting to give feedback 

to the council on his recent visit to Namibia, which had been 

supported by the parish council. His visit had provided him 

with first aid and CPR training which he and others had 

passed on to school children in the Namibian countryside. 

This was an important skill for local people as their nearest 

medical facility was an 8 hour drive away. 

He expressed his grateful thanks to the council for the 

support which had been provided and gave examples of 

how his skills had been transferred to the vulnerable local 

community in Namibia. 

 

Joanne Smith of Parkhouse Road made representations to 

the council regarding the use of the youth shelter on 

Parkhouse Green and the developments taking place there 

which all seemed to her to be concentrated at the end of 

the Green opposite her property. 

It was agreed to consider the feasibility of altering the 

direction in which the youth shelter faced and to check on 

the stability of the structure. 

 

B – County Councillor 

County Councillor Gillott reported on three matters:- 

-  The potential use of the village hall for a toddlers 

group supported by the county council; 

- That the Sheffield City Region issue (inclusion of 

Chesterfield) rested now with the High Court; 

- That the recent changes to bus services in the village 

had been implemented by the operators, not the 

county council.  

 

C – District Councillors 

There was nothing to update on by the district councillors 

although the Chairman of the meeting asked about the 

availability and delivery of NED News in the village. Cllr 

Cooper agreed to take this matter up at NEDDC.   

 

D – Parish Councillors 

The following matters were raised:- 

- Cllr Timmons referred to a complaint he had received 

regarding teenagers pushing over refuse bins in the 

vicinity of Crowcroft Road – It was agreed to refer the 

complaint to the Police and to Rykneld homes; 

- The Chairman raised three matters:- 
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- offering thanks to the allotments association for the 

work they had recently done in planting up the various 

beds around the village;  

- that the DCC youth service would be making a 

presentation to councillors prior to the February 

meeting on the work they were hoping to roll out in 

the local community; 

- that the shed to the rear of the village hall, which was 

used by the parish council’s general operative was 

now in very poor condition and a replacement facility 

was required. The clerk was asked to look into the 

options. * - amended at January Council meeting. 

 

  

139/16 Confirmation of Minutes 

Members considered the minutes from the Parish Council 

meeting held on 7th November 2016. 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council Meeting 

held on 7th November 2016 be approved. 

  

140/16 To determine which items (if any) from Part 1 of the agenda 

be considered with the public excluded from the meeting. 

 

No items were referred for confidential consideration. 

 

  

141/16 Chairman’s Announcements 

 

The Chairman reported that:- 

 The updated register of electors was available from 1st 

December from NEDDC; 

 The Christmas Carol concert would take place at St 

Mary’s Church on Wednesday 14th December at 

7.30pm; 

 The parish council wished to record its gratitude to 

George Antcliff, who had represented the village on 

the parish and district councils for many years, who 

had recently died. 

 

  

142/16 Draft Business Plan, Budget and Precept 2017-18 

 

The clerk presented a report introducing the final draft of the 

proposed Business Plan for the parish council for 2017-18. This 

had been the subject of a special workshop for councillors 
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during November and contained details of the main 

activities the council would pursue during 2017 and the 

budget proposals, including the schedule of fees and 

charges, to support these activities. 

 

It was RESOLVED that:- 

- The business plan for 2017-18 be adopted; 

- That the parish precept for 2017-18 be increased by 1% 

above the 2016-17 level; 

- That the schedule of fees and charges for 2017-18 

(attached at Appendix A of these minutes) be 

approved;  

- That meetings be held with representatives 

of the  Bowls ,Cricket and Football Clubs and the 

Parish Council be represented at these by the 

Chairman, the Vice Chairman and Councillor 

McNeice, and 

- That existing grounds maintenance contracts be rolled 

forward for 2017-18. 

  

143/16 Financial Regulations and Standing Orders 

 

The clerk outlined the need to review Financial Regulations 

and Standing Orders on an annual basis and had circulated 

revised copies for 2016-17.  

   

It was RESOLVED that copies of the financial regulations and 

standing orders highlighting the proposed changes be 

circulated to councillors for discussion at the next meeting. 

 

  

144/16 Risk Register 

 

Following a special workshop with councillors in November 

the clerk circulated a revised and updated risk register for 

the consideration of councillors, which identified the risks 

(financial, operational, physical and reputational) which 

could potentially affect the parish council together with the 

mitigation measures the council had in place to minimise or 

remove the residual risks facing the council.  

   

It was RESOLVED that the updated Risk Register be approved 

subject to a review in the spring of 2017 of the Business 

Continuity Plan.  
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145/16 Pilsley Parish Council Website 

 

The council had asked earlier in the year that the clerk 

review the operation and accessibility of the council’s 

website. 

The clerk had now had the opportunity over the recent 

months to work with the website and understand its 

capabilities. It was felt that, provided the website was 

updated with news information and current documentation, 

it was performing a useful and good function on behalf of 

the council. The system was the same one used both by 

NALC and DALC and it also hosted the parish council e-mail 

facility.  

The clerk’s recommendation was that the current system be 

retained. 

 

It was RESOLVED to retain the council’s current website 

provider for the foreseeable future. 

 

  

146/16 Lease of Land at Rupert Street to Clarke Telecom 

 

The Chairman reported that the proposed lease 

arrangements with Clarke Telecom on land at Barlow Hill 

Allotments would generate an income stream for the parish 

council for 15 years and that it was appropriate that 

consideration be given to an income sharing arrangement 

with the allotment association. It was felt that the 

arrangement should also recognise the financial support 

already given by the parish council to the allotment 

association. 

 

It was RESOLVED to write to the chairman of the allotment 

association offering three options for future financial support 

for the association in addition to the existing contribution 

made to them. The three options to be:- 

- A recurring annual payment of £300; 

- The provision of a 6m storage container on the 

allotments and a recurring annual payment of £200; or 

- The provision of a 6m storage container on the 

allotments and a one-off payment of £1000. 

 

  

147/16 To Consider Planning Applications  
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16/01162/FL – Proposed renewal of Sports Pavilion, Rupert 

Street, Lower Pilsley.  

 Resolved – No Comment 

 

  

148/16 Report of the Clerk 

 

A)  Minutes Action List Update 

The current progress on implementation of previous 

decisions was noted.  

 

B)  Items for Decision  

Banking arrangements – the clerk outlined current 

difficulties and customer service failures on the part of 

the existing banking supplier, NatWest.  

It was RESOLVED that the clerk make arrangements 

with TSB to set up a new online banking facility and 

that he request a reasonable interest paying return on 

the deposits held by the council as part of this new 

arrangement.  

Bowling green Irrigation System – the defects on the 

irrigation system had now been identified and partially 

repaired but further work was necessary at a cost of 

approximately £260.  

It was agreed to discuss this matter with the Bowls Club 

at the meeting referred to in minute 142/16 above. 

 

C) Items for Information  

The clerk presented the following items of information 

- Police crime data for Pilsley during September – the 

clerk was asked to query with the local police whether 

the additional crimes recorder in September were 

seen as a one-off spike or whether this was part of a 

more general trend of increasing crime in the village; 

- Information on the availability and cost of defibrillators 

was still be brought together and would be reported 

more fully at the next meeting; 

- Pugh-Lewis Ltd had recently installed concrete bases 

to hold the Christmas trees which had recently been 

acquired. The clerk was asked to write to James Pugh-

Lewis extending the grateful thanks of the parish 

council for his generous provision of these new 

permanent fixtures; 

- Correspondence had been received from the 

Derbyshire Ramblers Association enquiring about the 

parish council’s approach to the maintenance of 
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public footpaths in the village. The Chairman and Vice 

Chairman agreed to meet with the association; 

-  Correspondence had been received from the 

Boundary Commission in relation to the ongoing 

review of governance arrangements at NEDDC. An 

item would be presented on the agenda of the next 

meeting to allow the parish council to consider the 

current issues and to comment if felt appropriate.   
 

D) It was RESOLVED that the payments made during 

November totalling £14,375.33 relating to voucher 

numbers 191-219 (inclusive) presented at the meeting 

be approved together with receipts totalling 

£10,345.97 (voucher numbers 51-54). 

 

  

149/16 Confirmation of Next Meeting  

 

It was noted that the date of the next council meeting would 

be at 18:30hrs on Monday 9th January 2017. 

 

  

PART 2 - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

  

150/16 There were no confidential items of business   
 


