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PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PILSLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD AT PILSLEY VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 5 February 2018, 6:30PM 

 
Present: 

 

Cllr. P. Stevenson – Chairman 

Cllr N Allsop 

Cllr A Cooper 

Cllr J. Hardy 

Cllr M. Kirkland 

Cllr G McNeice 

Cllr M Shaw 

 

Also in attendance were Phillip Woodward (clerk), County Councillor K 

Gillott and three members of the public. 
 

MINUTE ITEM 

PART 1 – NON CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

138/17 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Butler (NEDDC) and Cllr 

Timmons. 

  

139/17 Consideration of variation of Order of Business 

No variation was made to the order of business. 

  

140/17 Declaration of Members Interests 

Cllr Allsop declared a personal interest in Item 11; Cllr Cooper 

declared an interest in Item 11 as a member of NEDDC 

Planning Committee and Clllr Stevenson and Shaw declared 

interests in Item 4D as members of the Hardwick 10k 

organising committee. 
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141/17 Public Participation 

A – Public 

Mr B Marriott raised concerns over proposals by Derbyshire 

County Council to withdraw their subsidy for the number 55a 

bus service after 6pm from 25th March.  

The clerk was asked to write both to Stagecoach and DCC 

to express concerns over this and over the apparent lack of 

public consultation. 

 

Messers Samra – senior and junior - (owners of the 

Commercial Inn) attended the meeting to share proposals 

for their plans for a children’s nursery on the site of the 

Commercial. Their financial appraisal of the proposal 

suggests the nursery may not be viable and they advised the 

meeting that they were now considering the option of a 

residential home for the elderly. They undertook to come 

back to a future meeting with more firm proposals but in the 

meantime would pursue demolition of the existing building. 

 

B – County Councillor 

County Cllr Gillott indicated he had been working through all 

the recent issues referred to him from the parish including the 

repairing of the road surface on Willow Close.  

He also advised the meeting of the forthcoming work to 

replace all the streetlight heads in Pilsley with LED fittings in 

the next four months.  

Several parish councillors gave him details of pot holes 

around the village which needed attention.  

He advised the meeting of proposals by the County Council 

to increase council tax by 4.99% and by the Police & Crime 

Commissioner to increase tax by 6.6%. 

 

C – District Councillors   

Councillor Cooper advised the meeting of proposals by 

NEDDC to increase their proportion of the council tax by 

2.9%. 

 

D – Parish Councillors 

Cllr Shaw raised several issues- 

Receipt of a number of complaints regarding dog fouling 

around the village particularly on the pavements around the 

village centre. The Clerk was asked to contact NEDDC to ask 

for additional enforcement presence in the village; 

Representations he had received regarding inconsiderate 

parking of vehicles along Queensway. The chairman agreed 

to raise this with Rykneld Homes; 
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The village fete would take place this year on 25th August; 

The Hardwick 10k would take place this year on 19th July and 

a request was made for the organisers to use Morton Road 

and Sampson’s Field recreation grounds for overspill car 

parking – the request was agreed by the council. 

 

Cllr McNeice raised concerns that the spoil heap left 

following installation of the play equipment at Sampson’s 

Field had not yet been removed. The clerk advised that this 

was in hand but the recent waterlogged ground conditions 

had not allowed access for appropriate vehicles.  

 

Cllr Stevenson raised three issues- 

A request that the annual inspection of assets be carried out 

again towards the end of April. The Clerk was asked to make 

arrangements for this; 

Receipt of concerns relating to the waterlogged nature of 

the lower parts of Sampson’s Field. The Clerk was asked to 

commission Pugh Lewis Ltd to investigate this and make 

recommendations for remedial action; 

Concerns that the trees along Queensway had not been 

pruned for many years and were becoming overgrown. The 

Clerk was asked to write to Rykneld Homes regarding this. 

 

  

142/17 Confirmation of Minutes 

Members considered the minutes from the Parish Council 

meeting held on 8th January 2018. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Council Meeting 

held on 8th January 2018 be approved.  

  

143/17 To determine which items (if any) from Part 1 of the agenda 

be considered with the public excluded from the meeting. 

 

No items of a confidential nature were identified which 

would require exclusion of the public.  

 

  

144/17 Chairman’s Announcements 

 

The Chairman made the following announcements:- 

An estate walkabout would take place on Wednesday 7th 

February at 10am; 
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A football coaching day had been arranged by Chesterfield 

FC Community Trust and Pilsley Community FC on Friday 23rd 

February at the Miners’ Welfare from 10am – 4pm; 

Requested that the Annual Parish Council meeting take 

place on Tuesday 8th May – the request was agreed by the 

council.  

 

  

145/17 Council Vacancy 

 

Two individuals had expressed an interest in being co-opted 

onto the Council.  

The Council considered the expressions of interest in terms of 

the qualifying criteria and the contribution of the individuals 

to current village events and activities. 

It was RESOLVED to invite Stuart Stone as a co-optee on the 

Council.  

 

  

146/17 Update on the New Sports Pavilion Project 

 

The clerk presented an update on four current issues 

concerning the development of the new sports pavilion. 

Architect/Planning 

The architect had revised the layout plans in accordance 

with the requirements of the Football Foundation and these 

had been submitted as an amendment to NEDDC for 

approval. The architect had submitted his latest invoice 

which was included for consideration elsewhere on the 

agenda. 

VAT 

Advice had been sought from an accounting specialist on 

the council’s ability to reclaim VAT on the costs of 

constructing the new pavilion. The advice indicates that 

because of the current ‘consideration’ paid by the clubs to 

the council, the activity amounted to a business activity (as 

opposed to a non-business activity) and as current 

arrangements stand the parish council could not reclaim 

VAT on the costs of constructing the new pavilion. 

The advice went on to suggest ways in which the council 

could lawfully reclaim the VAT on the project. This could be 

done by the council voluntarily registering for VAT, in which 

case a claim could be made for VAT on relevant 

expenditure but the council would also need to levy VAT on 

the charges made to the clubs. Another option would be to 
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allow the clubs free use of the facilities in which case the 

activity becomes ‘non-business’.  

Tender Clarifications 

Updates had been received from three of the tendering 

contractors, prior to the 31st January deadline, of their 

costed schedules for constructing the new pavilion. These 

would need to be subject to further assessment prior to a 

decision being made on a preferred contractor. 

ECB Contact 

The clerk had recently received further contact from the 

Derbyshire representative of the ECB asking for further details 

of the new pavilion project. The suggestion was that some 

grant funding may be available if a strong ‘cricket-case’ 

could be made and the pavilion layout was compliant with 

the technical requirements of the ECB. The clerk advised that 

the layout was generally in conformity with their 

requirements except for the floor area of one changing 

room. Councillors felt that if there was a chance of securing 

further funding from this source then they would consider 

revising the layout again to satisfy the ECB requirements. 

 

It was RESOLVED that:- 

1. The recent actions of the architect be noted and 

endorsed;  

2. That further consideration be given to the council’s 

VAT position in relation to the new pavilion 

construction but that every effort be made to lawfully 

minimise the council’s VAT burden on the project,  

3. That the working group of councillors (supported by 

the clerk and the appointed technical advisor – John 

Grundy) recently appointed to interview the tendering 

contractors be authorised to carry out further analysis 

and evaluation of the revised pricing details provided 

by the contractors and appoint a preferred contractor 

for the project,   

4. That the clerk be requested to collate the information 

requested by the ECB and, should sufficient additional 

funding become available form this source, to instruct 

the architect to make the necessary changes to the 

layout of the pavilion and seek the necessary local 

authority approvals.  

 

  

147/17 Tenders for Grounds Maintenance Contract 
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The clerk presented the details of the submissions received in 

response to the recent invitations to tender for general 

grounds maintenance work in the parish. 

Four tenders had been received and these were assessed 

and evaluated by the Council. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the contract for the general 

maintenance of the council’s four recreation grounds 

(excluding the bowling green, the football pitch and the 

cricket pitch) be awards to Clarke’s Cemetery Services. 

 

  

148/17 Planning Applications 

 

The following planning applications were considered:- 

 

Application ref. – 18/00003/FLH 

Single Storey rear extension – Sharman, Morton Road, Pilsley. 

 

Application ref. – 18/00031/FLH 

First front porch and bay window, rear extension and 

detached garage – 34 Parkhouse Road, Lower Pilsley. 

 

Application ref. – 18/00082/FLH 

Erection of a brick and timber fence to the side and rear of 

the property, lower kerb stones to provide an access from 

Morton Road, and change of use of land from highway land 

to a domestic garden – 1A Elm Road, Pilsley  

 

Application ref. – 18/00092/FL 

New sports pavilion (amended scheme) – Miners Welfare, 

Rupert Street, Lower Pilsley. 

 

Application ref. – 18/00101/FLH 

Loft conversion with dormers to front and rear – 16 Acres 

Road, Lower Pilsley. 

 
Application ref. - 18/00107/RM  

Approval of reserved matters - erection of 32 dwellings - Fox 

Hall Green Lane, Lower Pilsley 

 

It was RESOLVED to submit no comments in relation to these 

applications 

 

  

149/17 Report of the Clerk 
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A)  Minutes Action List Update 

The current progress on implementation of previous 

decisions was noted and endorsed.  

 

B)  Items for Decision  

The clerk sought the approval of the council for a number of 

matters requiring a decision:- 

1. The legal work being undertaken in connection 

with the transfer of land at the Miners’ Welfare 

Sports Ground requires decisions in relation to 

payment of the legal fees, a query in relation to a 

clause in the Transfer Deed requiring the council to 

erect a fence along the boundary line and 

whether the council was content to proceed on 

the basis of the Transfer Deed alone (i.e. no 

contract document) 

It was RESOLVED as follows:- 

a. To approve payment of the legal fees when the 

transaction has been concluded; 

b. To resist the imposition of the clause requiring the 

erection of a fence on the boundary line; and 

c. To progress the transaction on the basis of a Transfer 

Deed only.  

 

2. The invoice had been received (in the sum of 

£1104) for the legal fees incurred by the council in 

relation to the granting of a lease to the Pilsley 

Village Hall Management Committee. 

It was RESOLVED to approve payment of the invoice.   

 

3. The terms of the proposed lease of land at Pilsley 

Village Hall car park to Western Power Distribution 

were presented for consideration, the costs of 

which were to be borne by WPD. 

 It was RESOLVED that delegated authority be granted to the 

chairman and vice chairman to sign the lease, when 

concluded, on behalf of the council.  

 

4. Receipt of an invoice from Freestyle Skateparks for 

the retention balance due (£1475 +VAT) on the 

anniversary of completion, subject to satisfactory 

final inspection. An inspection had been carried 

out and some minor defects in the concrete 

surface brought to the attention of Freestyle. 

Freestyle suggested that the council commission 
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the necessary repairs and deduct the amount from 

the outstanding retention fee.  

It was RESOLVED to accept this proposal and that the clerk 

commission the essential repairs at the earliest convenience 

and pay the balance of the invoice.  

  

5. Receipt of the final invoice (in the sum of £1301 

+VAT) from the Green2K Design architects for 

preparing the amended layout plans for the new 

sports pavilion. 

It was RESOLVED to approve payment of the invoice.  

 

C) Items for Information  

The clerk presented the following items of information:- 

- A list of payments (vouchers no 186-204) and receipts 

(vouchers no 56-57) made during January for noting. 

- The response received from the Secretary of State for 

Communities and Local Government to the recent 

letter regarding the removal of support grant 

payments to the parish council from NEDDC. In relation 

to this matter it was RESOLVED that:- 

a. The clerk write to NEDDC detailing the previous 

advice given by the Minister for Local 

Government in February 2015; 

b. The clerk write to NALC (copy to DALC) 

requesting their views on this matter; 

c. The clerk provide an update on the matter to 

Lee Rowley, MP for Derbyshire North-East with a 

copy to the Cllr M Thacker.    

- An update on the proposals for pay awards in 2018-19 

by the national negotiating bodies.  

It was RESOLVED that the clerk make arrangements to 

implement the proposals from 1st April 2018.    

- Confirmation of arrangements for the meeting with 

HS2 on Thursday 8th February. 

- An update on the activities being considered by East 

Peak CIC in developing proposals for events to 

commemorate the 100 year centenary of WW1. 

- Notification of the appointment of a new police 

Inspector for the area.  The clerk was asked to write to 

Inspector R Bowns inviting him to a future meeting of 

the council.  

 

  

150/17 Confirmation of Next Meeting  
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It was noted that the date of the next council meeting would 

on Monday 5th March 2018 at 6.30pm in the village hall.  

  

PART 2 - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

  

151/17 No confidential matters were considered. 

 

  
 


